The Descendants of Noah
inhabitants to live together in cities which, as in centui rose ever higher above the alluvial soil, for their huts had a short life and had to be rebuilt with every § When these cities were first built, however, they rounded by a protective wall of unbaked brick ten feet thick. This ensured their survival, and that of them, from the Great Flood,
These cities, the most ancient in Babylonia, had be< by the Sumerians, a race whose ethnic origin has nc established, but who probably came from the easte the plateau which extends from Mesopotamia to of the Indus. Their tradition has it that when th< the plain they already knew agriculture, the workini and writing. They were so far advanced in compa the original settlers that they at once reduced these
The lists of the Sumerian dynasties reckon kings t and after the Flood: "Then came the Flood and afte] kingship again descended from Heaven", say the inscriptions.   When Woolley's expedition of 192; trench alongside the hill of Ur they found first, to forty feet, household rubbish, ashes from hearth fir posed bricks and masses of potsherds all in well-defi This rubbish could only have come from the to flung out over its walls through the centuries, as ] old walled towns today. Graves, including those had been dug down into this rubbish-layer bee rubbish was found underneath them.   The expec sank shafts below the level of the deepest graves; th clay tablets inscribed with characters dating back